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KYMISSALEIS: ARCHAEOLOGY AND LANDSCAPE OF AN ANCIENT 
DEME IN THE RHODIAN COUNTRYSIDE

There are serious obstacles impeding the study of the geography of the area of Kymissala in the south 
west part of the island of Rhodes, as it were in ancient times, as there is a total lack of information in 
the ancient sources, nor any other relevant later written records to show how the landscape developed.1 
Regarding the ancient deme of the Kymissaleis it is essential to consider the ekistics -the regional, city, 
community planning and dwelling design with respect to the physical environment.2 A survey based on 
walking expeditions and observation, in the context of the Kymissala Archaeological Research Project 
(KARP), since 2006,3 has attempted amongst other things, to understand and better explain the way in 
which the inhabitants of the ancient deme adapted to the topography of the region.

The aim of this paper is to discern the relationship between geography, spatial development and political 
division of the deme of Kymissaleis, as a microcosm of a political structure that resembles that of a city- 
state, as well as to elucidate the ways in which collective settlements form and how they inter-relate.

The approach is based on the theory of watersheds,4 according to which an ancient community should have 
a specific productive space in order to emerge into a political organization with some status of autonomy 
and independence, and the political geographic boundaries of such a unit should therefore coincide with 
the natural boundaries of a specific geographical area. As decisive criteria for the delimitation of such a 
periphery one should consider farmland and pasturage, as well as precipitation (rain, snow etc), on which 
cultivation (and pasture) depends. Therefore, the natural boundaries of an area consist of the physical 
barriers (shores, mountains, cliffs, ravines etc), as well as the watersheds, even when the last does not 
form a physical barrier. Such a political-geographical unit may be inhabited in various ways, which always 
depends on the distribution of the land and distances within it, as well as the character of the community 
in dominant (free) or subordinated groups of inhabitants.5

The territory of the Kymissaleis

The region of the Kymissaleis is located on the south west coast of the island of Rhodes (MAP 1.1). It 
has been a territory of immense importance as far as geological, environmental and cultural reserves are 
concerned, which is why it is part of the ‘Natura 2000’ European Union wide network of nature protection 
areas.6 The area was declared an archaeological site in 2012, by the Greek Minstry of Culture and Sports 
for the better protection of the various archaeological sites.7

1 On the influence of geography (the road system, the landscape, the markets, and the farms) in the formation of the ancient rural 
settlements see, for example, Pettegrew 2001. For a later study case on paleogeography see Fouache et al. 2012.
2 The term ekistics applies to the science of human settlements. On the whole theory formulated behind that term and its 
applications see Doxiades 1968.
3 On the KARP see Stefanakis et al. 2015; Stefanakis 2015; Καλογερόπουλος, in the present volume: 105-110; Στεφανάκης, in 
print; Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011.
4 On information on watersheds see the United States Environmental Protection Agency, viewed 10 February 2017 <http://water. 
epa.gov/type/watersheds/>). On the importance of the use of watershed to analyse and reconstruct territories and regions crucially 
important for the understanding of past societies, see Banning 2002: 77; Lowenborg 2007; McDougal and Funk 2006.
5 For the formulation of the theory and an attempt for its application on Crete, see Φαράκλας et al. 1998: 7-8. Also, Ξιφαράς 
2009.
6 Code: GR 4210005, Official Journal ofthe European Union 2006, L 259, 1-104. See also Βεργωτή, in the present volume: 152.
7 The Official Government Gazzette 218, 15/06/2012: ‘Έγκριση κήρυξης και οριοθέτησης αρχαιολογικού χώρου της περιοχής
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It is here that the ancient deme of Kymissaleis extends, currently the only case study of the demes of the 
Rhodian countryside.8 It has been identified by the existence of a number of funerary inscriptions in the 
area, where next to the name of the diseased, the ethnic ‘Κυμισαλεύς’ is found,9 and indeed also by the 
survival of the ancient name in the modern toponym.

The geomorphology of the wider area of Kymissala, in relation to the various archaeological sites and 
monuments that have been located or excavated during the systematic research of the past ten years (MAP 
1.2),10 allow us to put forward some observations and a few preliminary hypotheses regarding aspects of 
the spatial development and the ekistic organization of the ancient deme.

The hill of Hagios Phokas dominates the wider area of interest, north of Akramitis. On the top of the hill 
stood the fortified acropolis of the Kymissaleis. Connected with Hagios Phokas to the north and extending 
as far as the coast lies the Charakas hill, while to the south, Hagios Phokas is connected with the hill of 
Marmarounia, which extends southern to the foothills of Akramitis. This range of hills, therefore, creates 
a physical barrier (drainage divide) running from north to south, which divides the region into two large 
drainage basins, western and eastern (MAP 2.1).

The west drainage basin is dominated by the hill of Kymissala (FIGURE 2.1). The fertile basin of 
Kymissala (FIGURE 2.2) extends between it, the Akramitis foot at the south and the hill range of Hagios 
Phokas and Marmarounia in the east, at an altitude o f289 m. A second basin, of Vassilikos (FIGURE 2.3), 
is formed to the north, delimited to the north by the homonymous low hill and the hill of Napes further 
east and to the west by the oblong hill Atoumas, which extends from the shore to the north foothills of 
Akramitis.

The drainage basin of the Glyphada valley and the fertile land of Laki extends to the east of the hill range 
Charakas -  Hagios Phokas -  Marmarounia, dominated to the south by the hill of Alonia and Limbounara, 
two of the low foothills of Mounts Akramitis and Atavyros respectively, and by the low massif of Aroinites 
to the east (FIGURE 2.4). North-east of Charakas, on the small golf of Glyphada, lies the only accessible 
and navigable harbour of the rocky coastline since antiquity, today submerged below sea level, due to 
later tectonic activity. A point of reference in the area is the water spring at Stelies, southeast of the 
Marmarounia hill, a spring that must have been gushing since antiquity, as well as the springs near the 
coast of the Glyphada bay.

The whole area described above is delimited to south and east by the massifs of Atavyros and Akramitis.11 

The archaeological sites north of Mount Akramitis

During the past ten years the research team has explored most of the area north of Akramitis through 
organized walking expeditions, under difficult conditions caused by the thick forest and the mountainous 
geomorphology.12 The aim was to attempt a first ‘reading’ of the surface data (geomorphological and

Κυμισάλας-Γλυφάδας Νοτίας Ρόδου Δωδεκανήσου, Περιφέρειας Νοτίου Αιγαίου’.
8 On the Rhodian demes see Hiller von Gaertringen 1917; Παπαχριστοδούλου 1989; Παπαχριστοδούλου 19942: 157-168; 
Παπαχριστοδούλου 1996; Παπαχριστοδούλου 2009.
9 Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 85-86; Dreliossi-Herakleidou and Litinas, in the present volume: 67-68.
10 For preliminary reports since 2006 see Πατσιαδά και Στεφανάκης 2016a; Πατσιαδά και Στεφανάκης 2016b; Πατσιαδά και 
Στεφανάκης 2016c; Stefanakis etal. 2015; Stefanakis, 2015; Πατσιαδά και Στεφανάκης 2014a; Πατσιαδά και Στεφανάκης 2014b; 
Στεφανάκης 2009; Στεφανάκης, in print; Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2014a; Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2014b; Στεφανάκης και 
Πατσιαδά 2009-2011, as well as in the majority of the articles contained in the present volume.
11 For a more detailed description of the region see Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 63-67.
12 Conducted by the author, Dr Vassiliki Patsiada, Prof. Dr Hab. Mariusz Mielczarek and Konstantinos Kalogeropoulos 
(Ph.D. Candidate), with the participation of under-graduate and post-graduate students of archaeology of the Department of 
Mediterranean Studies, University of the Aegean, often in the escort of the priest of Sianna, Father Georgios Kartzias, who knows

10



archaeological) in order to understand the ekistics of the deme: already a plethora of archaeological sites 
and monuments have been located and placed on the map (MAP 2.2),13 using extend GIS data, annotated 
with personal observations,14 15 16 covering an area of approximately 13 square kilometers.

1. Acropolis (citadel)

In the centre of the archaeological area emerges the hill of Hagios Phokas (elev. 419 m; 36°10'35.11"N, 
27°45'52.28'Έ). Its peak served as the acropolis of the area, strongly fortified (FIGURE 2.5 A-B) and 
containing a small Hellenistic temple (FIGURE 2.6 A-C).15 The site has produced pottery from the 
Archaic to the Hellenistic period, while in the past, earlier sherds, of the Bronze Age, were observed.16 
The acropolis has unobstructed views of the major part of the region.

2. Settlements/installations

Nine sites have been located around the akropolis, most of which seem to be of residential character.

2.1. Stelies (elev. 409 m; 36°10'11.91"N, 27°46'24.78'Έ): the site is located north of the Byzantine 
church of Zoodochos Pege, below the level of the modern road. The ancient road passes south of the site; 
remains of it have been located at the site of Alonia (FIGURE 2.7) to the east and it leads to the site of 
Marmarounia to the west. Parts of the retaining wall of the road are still visible in various parts of the area 
(FIGURE 2.8).

An old spring contained within a rectangular built cistern is also located at Stelies (FIGURE 2.9). The 
remains of a settlement extend around the spring, as inferred by the surviving, architectural remains and 
foundations (FIGURE 2.10A-B). The sherd scatter in the area tend to date the settlement mainly to the 
Hellenistic period.17

To the north-northwest of the Stelies site a large, almost square enclosure exists under thick vegetation, 
built with strong masonry. In the middle of its north side (36°10'15.6"Ν, 27°46'30.6'Έ) a well preserved 
monumental staircase has been located (FIGURE 2.11), leading to a raised level to the south with at least 
five steps. At its southern limit the area is delimited by a well preserved retaining wall reaching 2,5-3,5 m 
in height (FIGURE 2.12).

2.2. M armarounia (elev. 404 m.; 36°10'18.13”N, 27°46'05.24'Έ): The site is located on top of a hill, 
to which the citadel of Hagios Phokas is joined by a low saddle to the north. The hill is studded with 
architectural remains and pottery dating from the Archaic to the Hellenistic period.

Walls built with rectangular stones are preserved on the southern slope of the hill, on the right and left of 
a road going slightly uphill, which probably served as the ancient road to access the hill.18

the area very well.
13 On the antiquities of the region see Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011. Also, Hope Simpson and Lazenby 1973: 146-147, 
pl. 39c, 10; Inglieri 1936: 51-54; Stefanakis 2015; Stefanakis et al 2015: 263-283; Στεφανάκης 2009; Στεφανάκης, in print.
14 See also Ταπεινάκη κ.ά., in the present volume: 95.
15 On the acropolis see Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 72-76. Also, Berg 1862: 151; Biliotti et Cottret 1881: 86-88; 
Guerin 1856: 250; Hope Simson and Lanzenby 1973: 146-147; Inglieri 1936: 50-51; Maiuri 1916: 291-294; Maiuri 1928b: 83­
84; Mee 1982: 59; Newton 1865: 203; Pernier 1914: 237-238; Ross 1852: 61; S0rensen 1992: 126-128; Stefanakis et al. 2015: 
265-266; Στεφανάκης 2009: 98.
16 Mee 1982: 59.
17 Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 87. Also, Guerin 1856: 251; Inglieri 1936: 54, no 4; Maiuri 1916: 288, fig. 8.
18 Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011:, 87; Also, Guerin 1856: 250; Hope Simpson and Lazenby 1973: 146; Inglieri 1936: 53; 
Maiuri 1916: 288-289, fig. 6; Maiuri 1928b: 83-84; Pernier 1914: 237.
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Almost the entire upper part of the western slope of the hill is covered by buildings (FIGURE 2.13 
Α-Β), and there is widespread pottery of the late classical and Hellenistic periods. This was probably the 
residential part of the site overlooking the basin of Kymissala, the site of Kampanes and the eastern part 
of the Necropolis, and is in sight of the settlement at the site of Vassilika.

On a building on the western edge of the plateau (36°10' 18.9”N, 27°46' 01.3'Έ) and on the exterior of 
its north side an inscription is preserved, in situ, occupying three successive blocks. On the first block (the 
easternmost) it reads ΕΥΔΙΟ and on the second legible one, only the letters ΕΥΠ can be read.19

On the northern edge of the hill there is an enclosure (elev. 394 m. 36°10'24.10” N, 27°45' 36.27'Έ) 
built in polygonal masonry with the entrance on the east narrow side (FIGURE 2.14 Α-Β), which is 
likely to be sacred, as inferred by a large cylindrical altar on the inside (FIGURE 2.15).20 Lower, in 
the saddle joining the hill of Marmarounia to the hill of Hagios Phokas (elev. 384 m. 36°10'27.68"N, 
27°45'54.99'Έ), another (FIGURE 2.16 A-B) sacred space has been identified, where a carved stepped 
rectangular construction (4x2 m., h: 1 m.), most likely altar, survives bearing two depressions on the top 
side, while around it lie numerous bases which probably once supported stelai.21

2.3. Kampanes (elev. 318 m., 36°10'02.56” N, 27°45'28.69'Έ): The site is located on the southwestern 
edge of the basin of Kymissala and spreads to the southeast foot of Kymissala hill. This is an extensive 
residential site, where the outlines of buildings and roads are visible. Many architectural elements are 
also found scattered in the area (FIGURE 2.17). In the south-east there is a retaining wall of isodomic 
masonry, preserved at a sufficient height and length, in which a large stone olive press with a circular 
groove is embedded (FIGURE 2.18).22

2.4. Atoumas south foothill (elev. 273 m.; 36°10'07.7''N, 27°44'58.7'Έ): West of the hill of Kymissala 
another site has been identified, where foundations and lower parts of walls of buildings are preserved 
(FIGURE 2.19), while the pottery seems to be Hellenistic and of a later period. This is the only site that 
does not have visual contact with the acropolis.

2.5. Atoumas hilltop (elev. 254 m; 36°10’28,8” N, 27°44'57,0'Έ): A group of buildings sit on the flat top 
of the hill and tower over the Vassilikos basin (FIGURE 2.20). The site has direct visual contact with 
the settlement at Vassilika, the settlement and the fortification wall at Napes, the citadel of Hagios Phokas 
and the sector IV of the necropolis of Kymissala. The pottery from the site is minimal, but sherds and 
fragments of tiles from the Hellenistic and later periods are evident.

2.6. Vassilika (elev. 253 m; 36°10'42.00”N, 27°46'09.58'Έ): The archaeological site of Vassilika extends to 
the low homonymous hill, west of Hagios Phokas, overlooking the small plain of Vassilikos. Here one can see 
the remains perhaps of the most important settlement in the western basin of the region. Substantial remains of 
ancient buildings are preserved, including a possible shrine, domestic quarters (FIGURE 2.21A-B), a tower 
and parts of a perimeter wall of polygonal masonry (FIGURE 2.22), forming parts of a carefully planned 
small settlement. At various points the door jambs of openings and thresholds are in their original place, while 
rectangular stone olive presses and many architectural remains are found scattered. The monumental nature of 
the buildings led the locals to create the legend of ‘King Kymissaleus’, who once ruled the area.23 The pottery

19 Dreliossi-Herakleidou and Litinas, in the present volume: 64; Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 85-86.
20 Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 88. Also, Maiuri 1916: 289, fig. 6.
21 Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 88. Also, Biliotti et Cottret 1881: 88; Inglieri 1936: 53; Maiuri 1916: 289; Pernier 1914: 
237, fig. 22.
22 Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 88. Also, Biliotti et Cottret 1881: 89; Newton 1865: 204-205; S0rensen 1992: 124.
23 On the site of Vassilika see Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 88-90. Also, Berg 1862: 150; Biliotti et Cottret 1881: 84-86; 
Buodelmonde 1422: 73; Guerin 1856: 248-250; Inglieri 1936: 53; Newton 1865: 202, 204; Pernier 1914: 238; S0rensen 1992, 
125. On the geometric documentation of the ruins by the National Technical University of Athens see, Acevedo Prado et al. 2013;
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sherds date from the Hellenistic period to Late Antiquity, and the same can be inferred from the surviving 
masonry.

2.7. Napes (elev. 257 m; 36°10'42.4"N, 27°45'21.8'Έ): At the south foot of the Napes hill, east of the hill 
of Vassilika, yet another extensive settlement has been identified, with many poorly preserved buildings 
(FIGURE 2.23), foundations, rectangular altars (FIGURE 2.24) and various architectural remains. 
Pottery points towards Hellenistic and later use of the site.24

North of the settlement and higher on the south slope of the Napes hill, parts of a fortification wall, run 
across most of the southern slope in an east-west direction (elev. 269 m; western edge at: 36°10' 42.0 "N, 
27°45'21.0'Έ, eastern edge at: 36ο10'44,2''Ν, 27°45'24.2'Έ), allowing space for a monumental gate.

The western part, at a preserved length of 18.38 m. and a maximum height of 2,06 m. (FIGURE 2.25A- 
C), most probably continues for about 20-25 m. further westwards, beneath existing large stone-piles. 
The wall is interrupted by a gate of four meters width that leads, through a monumental staircase to the 
inside of the enclosure (FIGURE 2.26), where a number of constructions, one of them meticulously built 
(FIGURE 2.27), lie.

The wall continues to the east (FIGURE 2.28) with the eastern part extending for about 81m before 
turning north towards the steep rocks of the hilltop. The pottery on either side of the wall is clearly of the 
Hellenistic period.

The fortified hill of Napes has unobstructed views of the isles of Chalke and Alimnia, the hills of Charakas, 
Hagios Phokas, Kymissala, the basin of Vassilikos, the site at Atoumas hill and the site at Vassilika. 
Because of its position, it seems to control the valley leading from the bay of Yialiskari to the plain of 
Vassilikos.

2.8. Charakas/Amelantrou (elev. 188 m; 36°11'00.28”N, 27°46'02.90'Έ): On an oblong plateau high 
up the east slope of the hill Charakas, which dominates Glyphada Bay from the west, one more extensive 
settlement was identified. Long walls, foundations of buildings (FIGURE 2.29), artifacts (FIGURE 
2.30) and a number (at least seven) of natural or dug cisterns (FIGURE 2.31) exist here. Surface pottery 
dates to Hellenistic and Roman times.25

2.9. Glyphada/Monossyria (elev. 3 m; 36°11'18.66”N, 27°46'04.69'Έ): The site on the shore of 
Glyphada, Mnasyrion, as reported by Strabo (XIV, II, 12.1), which retains the old name through the 
modern toponymMonossyria, most likely functioned as the port of the deme, since it is the only accessible 
anchorage on the rocky shoreline of the area. Next to the sea, along the seaside (FIGURE 2.32A-B) 
many walls and remains of an ancient habitation mainly of Roman and early Christian years are visible, 
destroyed by the modern road. At the west end of the bay lie the ruins of an early Christian Basilika 
(FIGURE 6.6).26

From the above described nine sites, Marmarounia was probably a more complex installation rather 
than a simple residential site, since the remains of various monumental constructions exist there, along 
with domestic buildings. In addition, the fact that a) the entrance to the site was constructed in a rather

Stefanakis etal. 2015 (Georgopoulos): 305; Ταπεινάκη κ.ά., in the present volume: 96. On the local legend of ‘king Kymissaleus’ 
see Στεφανάκης 2009: 101; Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 90.
24 Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 90.
25 Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 90. Accidentally, the site is mentioned as ‘Charakas, Apetones’ there.
26 Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 91. Also, Biliotti et Cottret 1881: 82; Hope Simpson and Lazenby 1973: 147; Inglieri 
1936: 51, no. 155; Newton 1865: 204; Hiller von Gaertringen 1892: 308; Παπαχριστοδούλου 19962: 30. On the early Christian 
monuments of the area see Ζάρρας, in the present volume: 85-86.
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monumental style and size, with large buildings on both sides and b) the site is located on the only 
smooth access to the hill of Hagios Phokas, which is connected with Marmarounia through a low saddle, 
upon which at least two sacred spaces are visible, possibly denotes an administrative character for the 
installation, as well as a direct relation to the citadel in the north.

The site on the top of Atoumas hill is far too small to be considered a settlement. It should be rather 
considered a hamlet or a large farmstead. The rest of the seven sites seem to be of residential character, 
in use at least from the Hellenistic period until Late Antiquity, judging by the scattered surface pottery, as 
well as by the remaining masonry.

The two sites at Vassilika and Kampanes seem to be by far the most extensive and therefore should have 
held the largest populations in the western basin of the region of interest.

3. Cemeteries

3.1. The necropolis of Kymissala (Sectors Ι, ΙΙΙ, IV): The central necropolis (MAP 1.3) of the deme of 
Kymisaleis extends from the western foot of the hill of Hagios Phokas to the east, north and north-west 
slopes of the hill of Kymissala. It is a particularly extensive necropolis, in use at least from the archaic 
period to Late Antiquity, without excluding an earlier use either. The necropolis includes mostly chamber 
tombs (FIGURE 3.5, 16), carved into the rock, as a number of carved or built grave monuments survive 
(FIGURE 3.24-26), some of which supported inscribed pedestals.

On the west slope of the hill of Hagios Phokas (elev. 335 m; 36°10'25.50''N, 27°45'42.65'Έ) lies the late 
Classical and Hellenistic sector (Sector I) of the necropolis; the eastern and northern hillside of Kymissala 
(elev. 353 m; 36°10'26.37” N, 27°45'29.80'Έ) is occupied by the Archaic and Classical part (Sector III), 
while on the north-west slope of the hill of Kymissala (elev. 285 m; 36°10'12.36”N, 27°45'10.50'Έ) large 
funerary monuments are visible (Sector IV), from the Hellenistic period.27

Apart from the necropolis of Kymissala however, a number of smaller cemeteries have been identified in 
various parts of the region.

3.2. Kampanes (elev. 338 m; 36°10'01.57”N, 27°45'20.69'Έ): South and south-west of the settlement, 
there is a small cemetery of Hellenistic times with large shaft graves (FIGURE 2.33), some of which 
have been re-used in modern times for farming purposes, while remains of grave monuments (FIGURE 
2.34) lie around.28

3.3. Napes (elev. 245 m; 36°10'49.74” N, 27°45'25.27'Έ): North-east of the settlement of Napes, lies 
a small cemetery. Many graves have been robbed and the surface pottery seems Hellenistic and Roman 
(FIGURE 2.35).29

3.4. Glyphada/Oglyma (elev. 38 m; 36°11'12.60"N, 27°45'55.18'Έ): At Oglyma, on the north and north­
east foot of Charakas, overlooking the bay of Glyphada, there is a cemetery, probably connected with the

27 On the necropolis see Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 76-86. Also, Biliotti et Cottret 1881: 89; Furtwangler 1886: 
131; Inglieri 1936: 53-4; Hope Simpson and Lazenby 1973: 146-147; Maiuri 1916: 295; Maiuri 1921: 72, 81; Maiuri 1926a: 
252; Maiuri 1928b: 84; Mee 1982: 60; Pernier 1914: 239-241; S0rensen 1992: 124-125; Stefanakis et al. 2015: 266-283; 
Κωνσταντινόπουλος 1970; Στεφανάκης 2009: 96-98. For the types of graves and monuments in the necropolis of Kymissala see 
Πατσιαδά, in the present volume: 35-60. On the anthropological material from the archaic burials see Stefanakis et al. (Bourbou) 
2015: 299-302; Μπούρμπου, in the present volume: 75-82. On the Late Antiquity finds from the necropolis see Ζάρρας, in the 
present volume: 83-91.
28 Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 88. Also, Inglieri 1936: 51, no 157.
29 Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 90.
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settlements at Charakas/Amelandrou and Glyphada/Monossyria. It consists of shaft graves (FIGURE 
2.36) of the Classical and Hellenistic period, which in their majority, have been robbed. Four more graves 
of the 4th century BC, which must belong to the same cemetery, have been explored at the site stou 
Kokkinou, on the east foot of Charakas, while a little to the south, on a low hill, west of the modern road 
that leads to Glyphada and about one kilometer south of the village, another part of the cemetery has been 
located, with a few dozens of robbed shaft graves.30

3.5. Glyphada/Hagios Georgios (elev. 50 m; 36°11'32.29"N, 27°46'25.83'Έ): to the east of the modern 
village of Glyphada and on the west and south slopes of the hill towering over the monastery of Hagios 
Georgios and Antonios, yet another small cemetery exists, consisting of several robbed shaft graves, most 
likely of the Hellenistic period, as can be judged by the scattered surface pottery.31

3.6. Pouggas (elev. 420 m; 36°11'42.91"N, 27°48'10.55'Έ): The site is located inland, and west of the 
junction of the road that leads to Glyphada and the Embona-Sianna road. A group of five graves, dating 
to the 4th century BC form a small cemetery, while further west five more cist graves dating to the Early 
Christian years were also located.32

3.7. Alonia/Merouli or Koutsofti (elev. 431 m; 36°10'09.61"N, 27°46'37.13'Έ): East of the site of 
Stelies there is one more, small, cemetery of the Hellenistic era. The dominant feature of the site is a 
monumental tomb carved into the side of a huge rock (FIGURE 2.37). Both the entrance of the tomb, 
and the niche on the right are surmounted by a carved pediment. In the chamber, there are two carved 
benches, one of which is decorated with a pillow and a footstool. The tomb stood once on the south side 
of the ancient road that led from Alonia to Stelies.33

It is clear that the cemeteries of the area are numerous. Of exceptional importance at the western watershed 
is the necropolis of Kymissala which, judging by its size, must have served the needs of a wider area. It was 
probably the main cemetery for the extensive settlement at Kampanes and the settlement at Marmarounia. The 
northwestern part of it (sector IV), with the large grave monuments, may have been used mostly by the residents 
of the settlements at Vassilika, Atoumas hilltop and the Atoumas south foothill, west of the Kymissala hill.

The cemetery at Oglyma, in the east watershed of the area, seems to be pre-eminent, and because of its 
extent, it may be called a necropolis too. It most likely served the needs of the settlements at Charakas/ 
Amelandrou and Glyphada/Monossyria.

Smaller cemeteries, however, seem to serve individual settlements: the site at Stelies has its own small 
cemetery to the east, by Alonia; a small cemetery is located west of the large settlement at Kampanes; the 
settlement at Napes has its own distinct cemetery to the east; the settlement at Glyphada also has a second, 
smaller, cemetery to the east, above the monastery of Hagios Georgios.

4. Other Sites

4.1. Quarries

Hagios Phokas (elev. 362 m, 36°10'31.25” N 27°45'40.85'Έ): Half way up the western and northwestern 
slopes of the hill of Hagios Phokas and on the way from the necropolis of Kymissala to the acropolis,

30 Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 90-91. Also, Inglieri 1936: 51, no 156; Maiuri 1916: 296; Ζερβουδάκη 1973; 
Παλαιολόγου 2003.
31 Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 92.
32 Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 92. Also, Πατσιαδά και Φιλήμονος 1992a; Πατσιαδά και Φιλήμονος 1992b: 619.
33 Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 86-87. Also, Biliotti et Cotret 1881: 89; Inglieri 1936: 54, no 5; Maiuri 1916: 286, fig. 
4; Newton 1856: 202; Pernier 1914: 236; Ross 1845: 61.
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an extensive quarry area has been located (FIGURE 2.38A-B). It is, most likely, the major quarry from 
which grey limestone was extracted for the construction of the fortifications and the buildings of the 
citadel, the settlements at Marmarounia, Stelies and Kampanes, as well as for the grave monuments of the 
necropolis.34

Napes (elev. 261 m; 36°10'43.57” N, 27°45'22.56'Έ): On the southeastern plateau on the top of the Napes 
hill, secured behind the long fortification wall there is a quarry area, from where the gray limestone with 
orange-colored sediments came (FIGURE 2.39), which were used to built the facades of many buildings 
and retaining walls of the settlement of Vassilika (FIGURE 7.12).

4.2. Spring (elev. 409 m; 36°10'11.96"N, 27°46'24.79'Έ): At the site of Stelies there is an old fountain 
within a modern rectangular built cistern (FIGURE 2.9), possibly at the same spot, or slightly northern as 
it was in antiquity, as noted by the Italian archaeologists of the early 20th century.35 An altered construction 
by the side of the ancient road retaining wall, a few dozen meters south of the modern cistern, may have 
been the original position of the ancient fountain (FIGURE 2.40).

5. Ancient road

Traces of an ancient road that ran through parts of the deme of Kymisalleis were identified by Italian 
archaeologists in 1915. A part of it passes through the sites of Alonia and Stelies -where, as mentioned 
above, sections of retaining walls of polygonal masonry are preserved (FIGURES 2.7-8)- and reaches 
the sites at Marmarounia to continue via the saddle towards the acropolis of Hagios Phokas. From there, 
the ancient route bifurcates. One branch descends westwards, passes through the quarry (FIGURE 2.41 
A-B), enters the central necropolis of Kymissala at the west foothill of Hagios Phokas and runs northwest, 
towards the basin of Vassilikos, most likely passing in front of the grave monuments of Sector IV. The 
other branch of the ancient road turns north east descending towards the small bay of Glyphada.36

Preliminary observations on the spatial development of the Deme

The wider area of Kymissala, as presented above, forms a distinct geographical unit, which is likely to 
constitute the whole deme of the Kymissaleis. For the time being, a number of preliminary observations 
may be the following:

1. The region is a geomorphological unit, a large natural basin (MAP 2.1). It is a territorial area, bounded 
by the watershed, which is the ridge of the surrounding mountains or hills gathering water sources and 
atmospheric precipitation, leading them to a central system. This central system consists of a network 
of rivers and streams that flow into the sea like the valley of Glyphada or the ravine of Yaliskari, or 
closed systems, such as the basins of Kymissala and Vassilikos, in which the water was collected and then 
evaporated or was absorbed by the soil.

2. The fact that no site stands completely isolated and independent of others, implies that all sites in the 
deme’s territory participated in a complex network of established routes. With its corrugated landscape, 
the area of the deme must have both facilitated and hindered the flow of natural and cultural resources 
among sites and both in and out of the region. All sites tend to be located closer to arable land.

3. The mountainous landscape of the region constrained roads and communication pathways, and affected 
the choice of the site for the settlements’ establishment (MAP 2.2). There is an ancient network of roads,

34 Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 76.
35 Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 87. Also, Guerin 1856: 251; Inglieri 1936: 54, no 4; Maiuri 1916, 288: fig. 8.
36 Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 76, 86-87; Πατσιαδά, in the present volume: 45. Also, Biliotti et Cottret 1881: 89; 
Inglieri 1936: 442; Maiuri 1916: 285-289, 291.
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parts of which are still visible in several places, which connects the main sites. The ancient road enters the 
area of the deme from the northeastern edge of Akramitis, from the direction of ancient Kamiros, it then 
follows the natural slope of the foothills southwest towards the basin of Kymissala, and, arriving at the 
site of Marmarounia, turns north to Hagios Phokas (citadel). From there it branches off to the two smaller 
drainage basins in the region: Kymissala and Vassilikos in the west and the valley of Glyphada and Laki 
in the east. Cemeteries were often placed along roads for the purpose of memorializing ancestors.

In many cases, ancient roads seem to follow the same course as modern roads and paths, indicating 
common travel routes subject to topographic constraints throughout history.37

Possibly, due to the geomorphology of the territory, which would make communication between the two 
fertile parts of the region difficult, the bay of Glyphada and the cove of Yaliskari are likely to have played 
an important role in affording each basin of the deme sea communication, facilitating the transportation 
of goods.

4. The deme incorporate a highly defensible hilltop acropolis, constructed at the highest and most central 
part of this basin, controlling the two smaller watersheds to the east and west. They visually communicate 
with eight out of the nine sites identified to date, namely Atoumas, Vassilika, Napes, Charakas, Glyphada/ 
Monosyria, Stelies, Marmarounia and Kampanes, which are arranged around the hill of Hagios Phokas 
at a distance of a 20 to 30-minute-walk and still retain extensive, visible remains. The size of the fortress 
indicates that it was not the location of a large settlement but rather served defensive and cult purposes and 
had the capability to monitor sites, the port at Glyphada, arable land, people and goods.

5. The citadel visually communicates with a second fortified hill to the north, by Napes, which, most 
likely, enabled control of part of the shoreline and especially of the cove ofYaliskari and the ravine leading 
from the sea to the settlements at Napes and Vassilika and the Vassilikos basin, parts of the territory that 
are not visible and therefore not controlled by the citadel at the top of Hagios Phokas. The existence of a 
second fortified hill near the acropolis and in proximity to the coast brings to mind the case of ‘περιπόλια’, 
a type of small regional strongholds, as the one know at the site of Erimokastro in Kalythies.38 Because of 
its location near the settlements of Napes and Vassilika, the fort could, apart from the control of the region, 
provide emergency shelter to the population of the nearby settlements.

6. The deme had abundant access to water at all times of the year from at least the mountain spring at 
Stelies, or the drainage basins of Kymissala and Vassilikos, the springs and the torrent of the Glyphada 
valley, or the springs by the seashore of Glyphada, while the existence of cisterns in remote settlements, 
such as the site of Charakas/Amelantrou, indicate ways of water management.

7. The number of neighbouring sites and the existence of two large cemeteries (Kymissala, Oglyma) and 
other regional ones of smaller size is not unusual on the island of Rhodes. This type of spatial organization 
in a network of small settlements around a central core, in the so-called manner of ‘κατά κώμας’ habitation, 
has been argued for the city-state of Ialysos, based on the existence of many extensive cemeteries in 
the region around the hill of Philerimos. More comparative information for the countryside of Rhodes 
however does not exist, since until today traces of the numerous demes of the island are limited to a few 
sporadic architectural remains, individual graves, groups of graves and sometimes parts of cemeteries.39

37 See Στεφανάκης 2017 for the routes followed by the many visitors of the sites of Kymissala in the nineteenth century.
38 On the little fortress (περιπόλιον) at the Eremokastro at Kalythies, site most probably belonging to the deme of Hyperegheis, 
see Παπαχριστοδούλου 1989: 123-124. On the acropolis of Sarantapechos and Erimokastro see also Φωτίου 1996.
39 The only systematic attempt in this direction concentrates in the territory of Ialyssos was depended upon the context of known 
sporadic finds by the Italian School of Archaeology and Greek Archaeological Service until 1989 (Παπαχριστοδούλου 1989). 
On other cases of ‘κατά κώμας’ organization see Κοτταρίδη 1993; Also, Moggi 1976, sporadicaly. On synoecism, in general, see 
Cavanagh 1991: 107-112.
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8. Most of the sites of the region north of Akramitis seem to date from the Hellenistic period to Late 
Antiquity. However the excavated parts of the necropolis of Kymissala, as well as stray finds for the area, 
give a wider chronology span from the Bronze Age to the early Christian Era.40 It is a fact that the damage 
caused to the antiquities of the area either by human or by natural causes is vast, and the reuse of the 
region in modern times is a contributing fact.41 The modern settlement of Glyphada is built on the site of 
the ancient settlement and harbour of the area, the old hamlet of Laki, is built further inland by the arable 
land of the east drainage basin of the region, while the fertile basins of Kymissala and Vassilikos in the west 
catchment area are also intensively cultivated today. Innumerous modern retaining and delimitation walls 
have been built with ancient material. The whole watershed, densely forested, is exploited for pasture and 
beekeeping. The modern uses of land probably do not differ much from those in the days of the ancient 
inhabitants of the deme of Kymissaleis.42

9. Based on the data so far obtained and taking due concern of the watershed of the wider area, we can 
draw up a first delimitation of the deme of Kymissaleis (MAP 2.3) on the map. This leaves space for 
another, almost equally sized -yet unidentified- deme on the western edge of the territory of ancient 
Kamiros, to which the extensive archaeological remains and sites of Cape Armenistis, Patoklia/Mana43 
and the harbours of Kerameni and Palatia bays must belong.

The existence of all the above mentioned elements, indicate that Kymissaleis were indeed adapting 
natural landscape features to fit the needs of residential communities. The intensification of the Kymissala 
Archaeological Research Project in the years to come, with more walking expeditions and autopsy in the 
area,44 and also with systematic surface surveys, wherever necessary and feasible, is expected to give 
much more information on the extent and spatial organization of the deme of Kymissaleis. This will be 
accomplished by the joint consideration of the type of visible archaeological evidence, its size, nature, 
spatial dispersion and density, thus enabling interpretations of surface concentrations of archaeological 
evidence, and their dispersion in the wider region and in time.

Moreover it may be plausible to examine how the inhabitants at each site would have accessed resources 
through proximity to roads, sources of water, and arable land; how the site’s landscape did or did not aid 
protection from potential invaders; and given that excavations will advance, how buildings and structures 
incorporated the environment into their design.

Περίληψη

Κυμισαλείς: Αρχαιολογία και τοπίο ενός αρχαίου Δήμου της ροδιακής υπαίθρου.

Ο αρχαίος Δήμος των Κυμισαλέων, αποτελεί επί του παρόντος τη μοναδική περίπτωση Δήμου της ροδιακής 
υπαίθρου που ερευνάται συστηματικά και μπορεί να δώσει, με μια πρώτη ανάγνωση των δεδομένων, 
κάποια ενδεικτικά στοιχεία για τη χωροταξική ανάπτυξη και την οικιστική οργάνωσή του.

Η δεκαετής αρχαιολογική έρευνα του Τμήματος Μεσογειακών Σπουδών του Πανεπιστημίου Αιγαίου και 
της Εφορείας Αρχαιοτήτων Δωδεκανήσου στην Κυμισάλα, έχει εντοπίσει στην ευρύτερη περιοχή και έχει 
χαρτογραφήσει, με τη συμβολή της Σχολής Αγρονόμων Τοπογράφων Μηχανικών του Εθνικού Μετσόβιου

40 Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 93-94. Also, Ζάρρας in the present volume: 86-87. Ζάρρας, in print; Στεφανάκης, in 
print.
41 Στεφανάκης και Πατσιαδά 2009-2011: 70-71. Also, Μανουσάκη 2014a; Μανουσάκη 2014b; Μανουσάκη, in the present 
volume: 113-116.
42 On the modern uses of land in the region of Kymissala, see Βεργωτή 2009: 55; Βεργωτή, in the present volume: 154-155.
43 S0rensen 1992: 123, 126.
44 It should be noted that the east part of the basin and especially the areas of Lakki and the southern foot hills of Aroinites have 
not been exploited yet.

18



Πολυτεχνείου, πληθώρα αρχαιολογικών θέσεων και μνημείων. Ανάμεσα σε αυτά περιλαμβάνονται οχυρή 
ακρόπολη και μικρό περιπόλιο, εννέα οικισμοί διαταγμένοι ακτινωτά γύρω από την ακρόπολη, ένας εκ 
των οποίων λειτουργούσε μάλλον και ως το επίνειο του αρχαίου δήμου, δύο μεγάλες νεκροπόλεις και 
μικρότερα νεκροταφεία ή συστάδες τάφων, τουλάχιστον δύο λατομεία, ίχνη αρχαίας οδού, πηγές κ.ά.

Το είδος της εμφανούς αρχαιολογικής μαρτυρίας, το μέγεθος και η φύση της, η χωρική διασπορά και 
η πυκνότητά της, παρέχουν τη δυνατότητα να επιχειρηθούν οι πρώτες ερμηνείες για τις αρχαιολογικές 
θέσεις και τα μνημεία, τη διασπορά τους στην ευρύτερη περιοχή και το χρόνο, καθώς και τον συσχετισμό 
τους, επιτρέποντας μια πρώτη εκτίμηση της έκτασης, των ορίων και της χωροταξικής ανάπτυξης του 
αρχαίου Δήμου των Κυμισαλέων.

Manolis I. Stefanakis
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MAP 2.2: THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES NORTH OF MOUNT AKRAMITIS. 1. ACROPOLIS (CITADEL). 2. SETTLEMENTS/ 
installations: 2.1 Stelies; 2.2 Marm aro unia; 2.3 Kam panes; 2.4 Unidentified  location w est of the hill 
of Kym issala ; 2.5 Atoumas hill; 2.6 Vassilika ; 2.7 Napes; 2.8 Charakas/Am elantrou; 2.9 Glyphada/ 
MONOSSYRIA. 3. CEMETERIES: 3.1 The necropolis of Kym issala  (sectors Ι, ΙΙΙ, IV); 3.2 Kam panes; 3.3 
Napes; 3.4 Glyphada/Oglyma; 3.5 Glyphada/Hagios Georgios; 3.6 Pouggas; 3.7 Alonia. 4. Qu arries: 
4.1 Hagios Phokas; 4.2 Napes; 5. OTHER SITES: 5.1 Spring; 5.2 Fort; 6. ANCIENT ROAD (so u rce: KARP,

background Google Earth 2017).
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MAP 2.3: Suggested  limits for the deme of Kym issaleis (so u rce: KARP).
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FIGURE 2.2: V iew  of the Kym issala  basin 
from the north (so u rce: KARP).
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FIGURE 2.1: Aerial view  of the w est basin 
of the deme of Kym issaleis from  the south 

(so u rce: KARP).
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FIGURE 2.3: V iew  of the Vassilikos 
basin from the north (so u rce: 

KARP).

FIGURE 2.4: V iew  of the bay of Glyphada from  the east (so u rce: KARP).

FIGURE 2.5A-B: Hagios Phokas (acropolis), fortifications (source: KARP).
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FIGURE 2.6A-C: Hagios
(ACROPOLIS), TEMPLE (SOURCE: 
drawing after Maiuri 1916, 290,

Phokas 
KARP; 

fig . 8).

FIGURE 2.7: Alonia, retaining wall of the road (so u rce: KARP).
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FIGURE 2.8: Stelies, retaining wall of the 
road (so u rce: KARP).

FIGURE 2.9: Stelies, modern cistern 
(so u rce: KARP).

FIGURE 2.10A-B: Stelies, settlem ent (so u rce: KARP).

FIGURE 2.11: Stelies, monumental staircase (source: KARP).
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FIGURE 2.12: Stelies, 
(so u rce: KARP).

retaining wall

FIGURE 2.13A-B: Marm aro unia , settlem ent (so u rce: KARP).

FIGURE 2.14A-B: Marmarounia-H agios Phokas saddle, enclosure (source: KARP).
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FIGURE 2.15: Marmarounia-H agios 
Phokas saddle, enclosure, altar 
(source: KARP).

FIGURE 2.16A-B: Marm arounia-H agios Phokas saddle, sacred space with altar (so u rce: KARP).

FIGURE 2.17: Kam panes, settlem ent 
(so u rce: KARP).
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FIGURE 2.18: Kam panes, settlem ent 
(so u rce: KARP).



FIGURE 2.19: Atoumas south foothill, 
settlem ent (so u rce: KARP).

FIGURE 2.20: Atoumas hilltop, settlem ent 
(so u rce: KARP).

FIGURE 2.21A-B: Vassilika, settlement (source: KARP).
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FIGURE 2.22: Vassilika , perim eter wall 
(so u rce: KARP).

FIGURE 2.23: Napes, settlem ent 
(so u rce: KARP).

FIGURE 2.24: Napes settlement, altar 
(so u rce: KARP).
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FIGURE 2.25A-C: Napes fortification wall, western part (so u rce: KARP).

FIGURE 2.26: Napes fortification 
wall, m onum ental entrance/gate 
(so u rce: KARP).
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FIGURE 2.27: Napes, construction  north of the 
fortification wall (so u rce: KARP).

FIGURE 2.28: Napes fortification wall, 
eastern part (so u rce: KARP).

FIGURE 2.29: Charakas/Am elantrou , 
settlem ent (so u rce: KARP).

FIGURE 2.30: Charakas/Am elantrou , carved stone basin 
(so u rce: KARP).

FIGURE 2.31: Charakas/Am elantrou , cistern 
(so u rce: KARP).
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FIGURE 2.32A-B: Glyphada/Monossyria, settlem ent (so u rce: KARP).

FIGURE 2.33: Kam panes, shaft grave 
(so u rce: KARP).

FIGURE 2.34: Kam panes, parts of grave 
m onum ent (so u rce: KARP).

FIGURE 2.35: Napes, cemetery (source: KARP) FIGURE 2.36: Glyphada/Oglyma, shaft grave 
(so u rce: KARP).
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FIGURE 2.37: Merouli/ 
Koutsofti, monumental 
carved tomb (so u rce: 
KARP).

FIGURE 2.38A-B: Hagios Phokas, quarry (so u rce: KARP).

FIGURE 2.39: Napes, quarry 
(so u rce: KARP).
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FIGURE 2.40: Stelies, possible location of the ancient fountain construction  (so u rce: KARP).

FIGURE 2.41A-B: Hagios Phokas, part of the ancient road (so u rce: KARP).
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